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Abstract

The present study aimed to investigate the role of social media in promoting intellectual security
and countering extremist ideology among students at King Saud University. To achieve this objective,
the study employed a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing a questionnaire distributed to a sample
of (374) male and female students. The results revealed a high level of digital dependency among
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students for acquiring information and shaping their intellectual awareness. Furthermore, the findings
indicated a sophisticated level of critical thinking among the sample, enabling them to distinguish
extremist discourse and recognize the risks of "information liquidity" in spreading rumors. The results
also demonstrated high trust in the university's preventive role through its official platforms, which
received high means reaching (4.50), despite noting a need for developing more engaging and creative
content formats. The study concluded with several recommendations, most notably the necessity of
adopting innovative digital communication strategies, leveraging influential figures to promote values
of moderation, and activating digital citizenship programs to transform students from mere content
consumers into guardians of intellectual security in cyberspace.

Keywords: Social Media, Extremist Ideology, University Students, King Saud University.
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